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POETRY

NON-FICTION

THE
FALL
Luke Larkin

JUST FOR
ME
Mielle Hubbard

My late grandmother’s house is a vacant lot
between two Tudors like a missing tooth.
Wipe your shoes on a welcome mat of chicken wire and dirt;
please don’t disturb the bat, who doesn’t slumber behind the doorlamp.
Hang your coat on the creeping buttercup
that drips skyward where the closet used to be.
Watch for glass in the gravel living room,
the window broken once with a pinecone and again with a CAT.
Burrow into the basement,
ivory shag carpet eaten by insects.
Find remains of another sort,
blown-glass eyes and radiator ribs.
Take the dumbwaiter back to the surface
and spill out with the soil.
Set yourself on stone that sits in place of a stove
where my grandmother stumbled, overcome with a dizzy spell.
I think she came to term with something like how she only has two living children
and so many grandchildren who won’t drop by
until she falls from the terraced patio
and into a hospital bed
and away from a
home.
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The first video I took is a twelve-second long, vertical shot of the New
Jewish Cemetery in Krakow, Poland. I was on a weekend trip to Poland
with two friends while on my study abroad in Berlin, and on our way to the
bus going home, with plenty of extra time, we decided to take a detour. I
took pictures but couldn’t capture the solemnity of the cemetery, or what it
felt like to be surrounded by innumerable slabs of stone so tightly- packed
and weathered that I couldn’t read any names beyond the second row.
The video jostles with my steps and is centered on a long path littered
with cracks and potholes with no end in sight. On either side are the gravestones, all covered with moss and flowers and sitting askew. Among the
stones are deciduous trees, bare and skeletal in February but reaching up
to a bright blue sky. Shadows stretch across the pathway and cover the
gravestones, making the moss in the sun seem to glow. My friend murmurs unintelligibly at the very beginning of the video, and then it’s the
sound of birds singing and my slow steps for twelve seconds.
That was in 2016, and since then I’ve taken videos of a Russian marching band playing in in St. Petersburg, my brother watching Bob Ross with
a chicken, rain falling into a creek in Stanley Park, my dad doing jumping
jacks in our front yard, and water lapping the shore of Flathead Lake.
One starts with a landscape view of my mom’s garden in the rain, an
untamed mass of green leaves dotted with orange tiger lilies and pink
poppies. Wooden lawn chairs and a homemade mobile chicken coop sit
soaked on the grass and trees cover the background. The camera slowly
sweeps to the right, showing the brick path and my dad’s bright red truck
in the driveway. More of the garden with more poppies come into view,
then the hill leading down to the shed with the white door and the forest
just beyond. All the while, the rain gently patters on the leaves, the roof,
my raincoat. Then the camera swings quickly to the right, all the way to
the open front door and my brother, Reuben, coming through it, taking up
half of the frame with his huge glasses and bright plaid shirt under a thick
winter coat. As the image focuses on his face, he purses his mouth to let
out a strange sound from the back of his throat, “Kkkhh-kkeehh.” His eyes
cross and the video ends. The whole thing lasts eleven seconds.
The videos are uneventful and unflattering; they’re the moments I
would forget if I didn’t record them. I watch them alone, when I’m sad. Or
when I want to feel sad.
Three men and one small woman, all wearing button-ups and ties de7

